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FOAM-DOME HOMES

By Kin berly Greer
Photlographe! by Ken Spencer

says Albert B. Moore,

man who désigned and built
them. Driving along the back roads of rural
northwest Connecticut, the 76-year-old
Moore points to his creations like a proud
ne looks like an elephant's head,
complete with trunk; unother seems like a
pair of huge snowbalis that were pushed to-
gether; a third resembles a giant baked
Alaska.

és HE 'EOPLE who own
thesc houses are crazy,”

Nine of them stick out of a countryside
dotted with the century-old barms and
white clapboard homes common to New
England. So unusual are the homes that
the post office of Litchficld marks “1G-
LOO” on mall destined for one of them,

“My wife thinks I'm crazy.” says Moore,

Kimberly Greer is a Newsday staff wriler.

who sports a busay handlebar mustache
and closely cropped white hair. He uses the
word “crazy” a lot. But he is fond of his cre-
ations. He calls tliom his “children.”

The bearish-look ing, energetic septuage-
narian has spent & @ past 10 years bullding
these oddly shapc ] dwellings — his own
patented design. ' graphic artist and lllus-
trator, he began his construction career at
65, an age when mst people retire. His de-
gigns are similar to the geodesic domes
made famous by I.. Buckminster Fuller in
the 1950s. But Moore claims he devised his
own designs, inspired by artist | X

W‘n for his apinning , of

Moore’s structures consist of a steel
frame coated with rethane foam that
dries to form a solid, tortolse-like

The people who, Moore says, were crazy
enough to buy his foam domes scem to
share many of his sentiments. “1 sdore it.
IUs apacious and yet fecls cozy,” says Mar-
jorie Page, 67, an artist's ggent for whom
Moore buit his first 1,100-aquare-foot

They look a little strange, but they’re economical and their owners love them.
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Albert B. Moore stands outside the

dome he built for

it at
landing.

right is a tunnellike structure

enclosing indoor swimming pool, in
photo above. Left: A view of the living
room from second-story

Coruwall, Conn.




The First of Its Kind

Top: This is the living room of
Muare's first foam dome, owned
by Marsrie Page of Cormwall,
Comn. Tre circular staircase ot
the riit leads to o sleeping
loft. For left: The exterior of the
home |oks like two smowballs
pushed together. The odd-shaped
windows were cusiom-made,
Left: The exposed beams

of the the lnnng room serve

as a bokease.

less surface area, the leas heat e+
capes,” Moore explains. 1n additior

the polyurethane foam coating on
the homes provides very high qual-
ity insulation and requires less main-
tenance, Moore contends.

Building costa are lower, too,
Moore notes. Domes don't have an
intricate framing system of studs
and beams, and so they cost about
$40 per square foot vs. $55 for a
home with similar appointments.
There are also structural advan-
Lages. Because of their shape,
domes can wi greater wind
and snow loads and are more resiy-
tant Lo earthquakes. And since there
are no interor load-bearing walls,
room layout is more flexible.

Not everyone is so positive about

foam domes, however. Some com-
munities have banned domed homes
as architecturally inharmonious.
Whal's more, some bank loan offi-
cers are reluctant to finance the un-
usual structures, citing limited
appeal in the resale market. Even
dome enthusiasts concede such
homes may not be the shape of
things to come. “They’re never go-
ing Lo be a thing of the future,” says
Wendel R. Wendel, head of Space
Structures, a Plainview firm that
builds large industrial domes.
Adds Daniel Lea of the Urethane
Foam Contractors Asaaclation:
“You won'L see entire Levittowns
built of foam domes.” Even some
domed-home makers say Moore's
creations are too avant-garle. Says

Bsb Casey, president of Domes
America, a Clarendon Hils, 1L,
bt dder whose domes are sidod » ')
shangles. “I don't think the avera:
person wants to live in somet
that looks like a cocoon.”

None of which seems to matter
much to Albert Moore. *I don't give
a damn what other people think ®
says the inventor, whose gravely
voice alternates between enthusi
asm and wry amusement. "It is tech
nologically right. They call it
avant-garde; I call it the next stop.
They are behind the timea, tryiny
modify something to fit pulilc
taste.” But he concedes: “1 don L s
they are beautiful.®

enty years ago, Moore, an illus-
trator for Cosmopwolitan, Esquire

\w New Yorker, wasn't think-
t \|-!mlm‘ ';h"w

and T

b " says Moore. Ghi belped
ulding safety codes and
right building materiala.

cvars, Moare and Ghi im-

p pon the design in their

3 a ¢, selling prototypes as



house, built last year
Latchfield, Conn._, fir
Dawson and John 1
§120,000 and hus o
foot bedroom. Far e/l
room's sliding ylo
above them, a st .
unndow designed 'y
the couple. Lefl: A

the living room, a's «

bedroom loft.

with polyurethane foam, which gave
the structure an R value
of 32, more than double of the

ing loft connected to the first floor
by a metal, circular staircase. s |
wanted to show her what it would
look like — that 1 wasn’t going lo
build a normal house,” says Moore.

From the outside, the house looks
like two snowballs pushed together
with odd-shaped, triangular and rec-
tangular windows. The home has
electric baseboard heating, but Page
rarely uses it, preferring the wood-
burning stove in the center of the
sun-filled living room. As proof of
the building’s energy efliciency,
Page's first-year heating bill — be-
fore she bought the stove —— wus
only $109.

Another foam<dome owner ix
y{g:_lg& ¥ Manhattan businessoun
who met Moore cight years agn

through a local artist. The \
square-foot foam dome Moo

for him has two upstairs bedrooms,
a sauna, an indoor pool and a comy,

2 cost: o X

ple as the domes may seem
from afar, the construction compo-
nents are space-age. The dome is
comprised of thousands of geometric
tubular steel sections, held i place
by steel rods and aircruft cable, in-
terwoven so that outside forces,
such as wind or snow, are distnbut-
ed over the entire sphere: There are
no slress points,

Once in place, the frame 4 cov-
ered with a finely woven fiLerglass
mush. The dome is then spraye!
with o four wh thieh  coting ol

5

polyunl.hnm foan:,
durable, lightwe
ficient shell in 1
Because the [ .
when exposed to 11«
let rays, the exteri
A int, whioh
mo 3 L s
cement is applas o
so Lhat the hy /o
meets fire codes
takes about & w. «
Yet, despite Lo
cost and high erer. | ¢
a handful of at
the Northeast oo
inte fown dote o
lives in & remos o
won't let us | o

nayn.

Top: Moore's most rec




